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PUBLISHER 


0 the following Letters 
are not publiſhed by the 
N S whoſe Name is 
prefix d to them, they are 
00 bis; and being upon a Subject 
of Importance, and coming into my 
Hands, I thought they well dęſerv d 
to be made Publick. A. they were 
wrote to an intimate Friend, and come 
abroad without having been reuſed by 
the Dottor, the Reader will obſerve 
— a Free- 


Advertiſement by the Publiſher. 
a Freedom of Expreſſion; and ſome 
Megligences of Heile uſual on ſuch Oc- 
taſrons :* T-defire every Thing of that 


Natare may be charged * me. I 
hope they will in ſome Meaſure re- 
move thoſe unreaſonable Prejudices 
People haue ' entertain'd agamſi, and 
reconcile them to a Method, which 
(io uſe Dr. Nettleton's Words,) ] be- 
| lieve has no where been put in Pra- 
ctice with any other Aim, than to 
do ſome Service to Mankind. 
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Remarks on Dr. W aGcSTAFFE's 


LETTER, Ec. 


O U deſire my Opinion of 
Dr. Wagftaffe's Letter againſt 
Inoculating the Small-Pox: I / 
ever was only ſolicitous about 
Things, and careleſs of Words; 
—— =3 you are therefore to expect 
no Accuracy of Stile from me. When I read 
the Letter, ſome things I met with I thought 
bore ſo hard upon Truth, I could not forbear 
making ſome Remarks as I went along; if you 
In 1 
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St 6 
will atcept them as I writ them, you have 
them below. 

A Method Þ ſecure againſt the moſt ge- 
"feral and too often wolf fatal Diſtempet 
Nan is afflictock wirhal, is of toò great Cori. 
ſeqquence to be played off wick a Jef; and 
the Facts related todehing this Venter, ate 

wood dong 10 be_biſfie by gelge Piet 

Forts, or ſubtle Evaſiols. 5; 

Some of our Profeſſion, he owns, ate 
now convinced that zhe true Small-Pox may 
be produced this way; Time and Experience 
may perhaps convince them of other Matters 
they are at preſent as unwilling to believe as 
they once were that, would they be perſuaded 
to enlarge the Art by the oxy true Method, that 
of a juſt Obſervation! If the Practice be really 
found dangerous, and the Elux-Pox are pro- 
duced by chis Method ; or iff thoſe who have 
really had the Small- Pox this way, have them 
again the natural way; no honeſt Man, no 
Man of common Senſe will plead for it. 
To produce ſuch an Example wou'd be an 
honeſter, as welt as a more effectual way of 
ſuppreſſing the Practice, tha that of Calum- 
flies, or Subtilties. But to come to the 
I readily agree with the Doctor, pag. 4. 
that Phyſecrans! ougbt to be guided- re by 
Exmpetiente; and ſbou d not encourage 4 Prat. 
kite not: ſupburted by Neuſom or Fucti Would 
Gentlemen: only:täke their Aim thetice} this 
Affair, I bclicye; would be e de \ 
my 4 


4s 5 
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(7) 
but Jam: afraid, ſhould we Practice only inCaſes 
better warranted by Experience than this, our 
Practice would be wonderfully limited. I may 
venture to challenge any to produce a greater 

id number of Vouchers for the Certainty of any 

| Method, from amongſt thoſe on whom it has 

; been tried, if they will except the Uſe of the 

: Bark: That noble Medicine was derived from 

a People as unpolite as the Circaſſians, and 

upon much more ſlender Experience was re- 

ceived into the Vice-Roy of Perus Palace; 
tho it met with much the ſame Reception 


$ from ſome of the. Learned, as this Gentle- 

$ man . wou'd perſuade them to give this. 

1 Dr. Mortan tells us from Badus, Medicos 

: Londinenſes inerepat, quippe famd Mendaci, 

5 gat ius quam propria experientia inſtructi, ſa- 

* luberrimam hane Medicinam reſpuebant. He 

c blames the London Phyſiciavs, for that be. 

n ing ng guided by lying Fame, rather than their 

0 non Experience, they rejected = 9 

t. Tante 2 

n 

of 

N- 

1c 

4. 2 were not wanti wicked —— 

by wha; combin'd very early to fuppreſs its Fame, 

10 E by this Sport Mah Ude (che Uſe of the 

- Bark). they ſhoud. loſe. the Opportunity of 
is = aiming their, Patients Pockets. He goes 
— 1 line: Medici Londinenſee inexperth, 


atque 


(8) 

atque ( grotantes perterriti, ab uſu abſtine- 
bant ; interim Medici ant iquis methodis longis, 
& incertis inſiſtentes, fame & fortunarum 
ſuarum, —— Agroti vero vitæ dulciſſimæ jac- 
turam fecerum. Hence the London Phy. 
cians being une xperienced, and the Sick fright- 
ed, abſtamed from the Uſe of it, whilſt the 
Phyſicians by their old, tedious and uncertain 
Methods, conſulted their own Fame and For. 
tune at the Expence of the Patient's Life. 
Thus far Morton. | 5012 3 
Have the Gentlemen who have handed the 
Inoculation to us, 20 the leaſt Knowledpe of 
Diſtempers? as Dr. Wag ſtaffe aſſerts, pag. 6. 
Are there no Phyſicians amongſt them? Has 
it not been tried in all the four Quarters of 
the World with amazing Succeſs, at our own 
Doors, in the Face of the moſt prejudiced? 
W hence then his Reflection on the Conduct 
of the Royal Family, pag. 5. ” 
If there be ſuch a Difference, as he ob- 
ſerves pag. 9. between the beſt and worſt ſort 
Small Pox, how unaccountable is it to 
flight a Method to bring the beſt; in which, 
he fays, he Nurſe cannot kill, and thereby 
ſecure againſt that degree of it, which is al- 
moſt infallibly Mortal, under the: Care even 

of the beſt Phyſician. * 
He allows, pag. 10. it woi/d be a rational 
and uſeful Practice, cou d we be aſfur d that 
the Diſtemper uu d not be equally uncertam 
by Tnoculation. Here I think we might leave 
it; for he muſt be very little acquainted * 


the Affair, or have à peculiar Faculty of 
withholding his Aſſent, who can ſtill queſtion 
whether Inoculation be equally apt to pro- 
duce a bad Sort with the common way. of 
Infection. If ſo many concurring Evidences 
from all parts, from other Hands, will haye + 
no weight with our Author; the Letters him- 
ſelf hath pubtiſhed, methinks might ſuffice. 
When the zransfuſmg the Blood of one 
Aninal into another, which in his Opinion, 
. 11. „food on a more probable Foundat;n 
11 this, ſhall be found by Experience as 
ſafe and effectual, we ſhall' allow it to ſtand 
upon as good a Bottom; till then, let thoſe 
who have leiſure and inclination for. unpro- 
ficable Speculations, amuſe themſelves with 
ſuch Trifles ; but let them not thence direct 
in what ſo nearly concerns Life. Tis this 
has brought on the Profeſſion, the Scandal of 
being uncertain, whilſt Men negle@ the true 
Method of enlarging the Faculty by a juſt 
and judicious Obſervation. ' Nor let us be 
afraid of throwing up hereby the Incloſures 
to Emprricks ; for ſuch only, as ſet out qua- 
lified with ſo much knowledge in the Lan- 
guages as will enable them to "proſecute their 
Studies, and conſult the beſt Authors; have 
their Faculties enlarged by the ſtudy of Phi- 
loſophy, and are inſtructed in all the Parts 
relating to Medicine, by approved Maſters; 
ſuch, and ſuch only are, in the general, ca- 
pable of making a juſt Obſervation, and ap. 
plying it it 18 particular Caſes. But to return, 
B Pag. 14. 


(0 


Pag. 14. he tells us, we may be convinced 

of the ill Effects of this way, of conveyin 
Infettin into the Blood, by the fatal Conſe- 
quences of this very Matter's returning into 
the Blood, in the heighth of the Flux Pox : 
What Analogy. is there between the ſmalleſt 
quantity, of Matter imaginable, conveyed in- 
to the Blood of an healthy Perſon; and the 
Quantities abſorb d into the Veins, where the 
Skin is coyer'd with almoſt infinite Abſceſſes, 
the intermediate Spaces inflam d, Perſpiration 
ſtopt, and no room for a farther Diſcharge ? 
Doth it appear by Dr. Nettletons Account, 
as he affirms, pag. 17. that ſcarce 4 fourth 
part. of the Inaculated bad the genuine Small. 

o? Strange! Where is that to be found? 
Well; but if this doth give the Hall. 
Pox, as he owns it does ſometimes, How 
fall uwe know, ſays he, pag. 19. the exact 
Doſe? Are not the Inoculators ſtrange Em- 
piricks, not to adjuſt the Quantity to the Pa- 
tient s Age? pag. 20. Whence this ſtrange 
Objection ? Have the Inoculated more or leſs 
Pocks in proportion to the quantity of Mat- 
ter applied ? Some have usd Drops; others, 
ſcarce the hundredth part of a Drop. Do 
we find the firſt have the Diſtemper more 
ſeverely than the other 2 No. If this Gen- 
tleman had given himſelf the Trouble of 
inſpecting this Matter, he wou d never have 
argued thus. Beſides, I apprehend tis the 
Opinion of the Judicious, and even his own, 
e 09G. e n uae, the. Hil: 
D rene 
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( 11 ) 
ferent degrees of the Small-Pox proceed not 
from rhe greater or leſſer Quantity of infec- 
tions Matter, however convey'd; but from 
the Nature of that, and the Diſpoſit ition of the 
Patient who receives it. When Children 
and Adults receive the Infection at the ſame 
time, the common Way, no diſtinction of 
Quantity is made; yet we ſee Children gene 
tally eſcape beſt. 

In pag. 2024. he is much at à loſs 
how to come at a certainty in this Matter; 
but pretends to be very Certain the Favour: 
ers of this Experiment can" never inform us, 
which ball Nets it favbilrably, whith not. 
Yet, Mer do, With ie; Voice, inform us, 
it always is favourable; tho ih ſonie more, 
in others leſs. It is hard to gueſs, what Tnfor- 
mation will ſarisfy our Brother, : 

I can ſay nothing to rhe a Ne 
riment which he ſpeaks of, pag. 25, Cr. It 
lies on Mr. Maitland to defend his Account : 
Thoſe preſent only can ſay whether the In- 
oculated there had the true Hall. Pov. But 
I can aſſure you, thoſe T have ſeen, had the 
Symptoms which uſually precede the genuine 
Small Pox; 28  Heavineſs, Headach, Fever 
and Vomiting. Theſe diſappear d, as uſual in 
the beſt ſort, upon the Eruption ; the 'Puſtles 
roſe with inflam'd edges; white, and then 


yellow Heads; and went off about the uſual 


time in yellow Scabs. This I apprehend to 
be ſomething mare than the kicken For, 


pag. 19, 29. . . {1:2 211 
B 2 


129 
s it raſb to ſay, Such will pre vent the Dif. 
temper for the future? And do we know no 
Reaſon, as he affirms, pag. 29. Why even 
thoſe who have had it in the, moſt. regular 
manner, ſhould not be liable to catch it a ſe- 
cond time? This, however, is generally al- 
Iqwed to be true, tho ſome aſſert it has af. 
fected ſome Perſons twice in the natural way. 
If this be Fact, we may ſo far agree witli 
him, that the eren muſt not pretend 
to give greater Security from future Infection, 
than the genuine Small Fox recciv'd in the 


= - 
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i That thoſe whq have had the Hnall. Pox 
the natural way, may have them again by In. 
oculation, as been proved, he ſays, by an 
Inſtance in St. Thomas g Hoſpital, pag. 1. 
but he docs not ſay thoſe were really the 
Small Pox. If the Pimples produc'd upon 
that Perſon by Inoculation were any thing 
more than thoſe who, attend on People in 
this Diſtemper often have, it had been too 
material to have been ſo ſlightly. repreſented. 
My Servant who attended my Children under 
TJnoculation, had ſuch. But what, then? there 
were no preceding Symptoms; and the Pimples 
xun no courſe of Increaſe, Maturation, &c. 
In the next Paragraph, he ſays, the aſſertion 
of their being always favourable, has been 
often confuted by, the Flux king,.. frequently 
znduc'd this way, Where are the Inſtances 2 
Avery few wou d ſuffice to ſtifle this Practice. 
The only two he is able to produce, 5 2 
: 7 thin 1 
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think, denied by thoſe upon the - ſpot to be 
the Conſequences of regular Inoculation. 
They indeed, can beſt anſwer him as to 
thoſe Particulars: But the Caſe of Lord 
5 4s Son has been otherwiſe repre- 
ſented to us, vig. that he died of Convulſions 
he had been before ſubject to; and that it ap- 
pear d upon Diſſection, the Hnall Por had 
not occaſioned his Death. I doubt it wou d 
not be eaſily prov d, that Polypuſes, i. e. fleſhy 
Excreſcencies, are ſuch inſtantaneous appear- 


ances as he alledges, pag. 33. I grant it was 


wrong to give the Small Pox to one in ſuch 
an ill State of Health ; they might have wait- 
ed a better. A Choice, by the way, not to 
be had in the natural way, and an Advantage 
in this Method particularly to be regarded, 
ſince ſo much depends on the Conſtitution of 
the Patient in this Diſtemper. 

The Accounts we have of Lord Bathurſt's 
Butler's Caſe, repreſent it as an Experiment 
out of the uſual way, for which he had a 
Reward. There was certainly no Occaſion 
for any in the way it had been perform'd 
fore, and particularly on his Lordſhip's own 
Children with Succeſs. 

Theſe being the only Examples, you ſee, 
pag. 35. he is able to produce of the Miſ- 
fortune of this Practice, from amongſt the 
many on whom it has been tried here; he 
is forced to fly to that doughty Evidence in 


New England, Dolhonde, an obſcure French. 


. whole ridiculous Accounts certainly de- 
wo ſerve 


(14) 
ſerve the Contempt of all judicious Perſons : 
That in the Army (a moſt unlikely place) in 
Traly, Flanders and Spain, twenty Years ago, 
this Experiment ſhou'd be tried; that we 
ſhou'd never hear of ſuch an extraordinary 
Novelty ; that a Captain ſhould ſubmit to 
the Operation five or ſix times; and that after 
all it ſhou'd be to no purpoſe ; are things too 
groſs even for the writer of thoſe Letters he 
hath publiſh'd at the end of his, to lay any 
Streſs on. No doubt he had mention d Dol. 
honde's Relation, had he not known how little 
regard was due to it. And Dr. Wagſtaff 
can't be ignorant with what Contempt it was 
received by rhoſe of the beſt Character at 
Boſton, who knew the Man. 

Pag. 37. the Doctor rallies the Patrons of 
Tnoculation for attributing any Misfortune 
which happens to their Patients, to hidden 
Cauſes, or taking the Infection the common 
way: Will he ſay, that the inoculated may 
rior have catch'd the Infection otherwiſe ? 
This diftreſsd Dr. Boylſton, it ſeems, at Boſ- 
ton, but may cauſe but little Difficulty, ſince 
we find the Inoculation takes effect about the 
Seventh day; and its much if they chance to 
be affected by the common way exactly at 
that time too. 3 | 
The inoculated Small. Pox will no doubt 
Infect, (which by the way, ſhews them to be 
genuine) and for that Reaſon I agrce with 
him, due Care ſhon'd be taken it be not un- 
neceſſarily ſpread amongſt thoſe, who —_— 
ä either 


( 1s 


either unwilling, or unfit to receive the Diſ 
temper. Tho there is good reaſon to be- 


lieve, a better Sort wou'd be even that way 


communicated, than by the common way of 
Infection. | 


But, pag. 40. if this Experiment ſhould not 
prevent the Small-Pox for the future? Why 
then indeed, there would be an end of the 


Practice. Let him produce from amongſt 


the many inoculated, but one undeniable Evi- 


dence that any who really had the Small. 


Pox thus, have had them again, (tho' ſome 
are ſaid to have them twice the natural way) 
I dare promiſe him that would deſtroy its 
Reputation. But there is all the Proof given 
the Negative will admit of, that-they will not 
haye them again, who have really had them 
thus: The Practice of it from Time imme- 
morial amongſt the Circaſſians; for above 
forty Years amongſt the Grecians in Turkey, 
and in the Levant ; where Dr. Timani and 
Pylarini, Men of Knowledge and Character, 
and our own, Ambaſlador's Train tell us, it 
had been experienced on Thouſands; and 
that the Quality, formerly averſe to it, now 
for ſome Vears paſt have come into it without 
heſitation; and that tho the Inoculated had 
ever ſo few, yet they never had the Small. 
Pox again, tho they cohabited with ſuch - as 
had it. What Evidence more can be de- 
manded > The New-Englangers, Men of the 
greateſt Judgment, Learning and Character 
there, tell us, none of the Inoculated, tho} 
8 F f they 


( x6 ) 
they attended on others in the Diſtemper, 
ever had them a ſecond time. And even the 
Author of his Letters, confeſſeth, that not on- 
of the Inoculated during the ſpace of frve or 
fix Months, has had the Small-Pox in the 
natural way, tho the Diſtemper ragd in 
every Corner. Add to all this, that it has 
been often endeayour'd to bring the Small. 
Pox a ſecond time, by Inoculation, upon thoſe 
who had them before, without effect. In- 
deed, it is ſufficient, that it is acknowledged 
the true Small. Pox ate produc'd this way; 
and then ſure they have all the Security can 
be expected. But let us ſee what he brings 
againſt this. 

Pag. 41. it ſeems contradicted (modeſtly ex- 
preſs d) in the Caſe of Mr. Degrave's Daughter, 
who had the Inoculation perform'd upon her, 
and thence Eruptions (which her Parents af- 
firm'd were) ſomewhat like a Rafh ; and which, 
he ſays, the Inoculator call d the Small-Pox, 
and aſſur d them ſhe was ſecurd from ever 
having it again. However, ſome Time after 
the Doctor ſaw her down in the true diſtintt 
Sort: And one Example of this kind is ſuff- 
cient to him. An Example of what? Of one 
who had a Raſh, and the Small. Pox after. 
This is the Caſe as himſelf hath put it; for 
the Inoculator, in his Opinion, was miſtaken, 
and wrongfully call'd a Raſh the Small. Pox: 
and that is all is prov'd by this Example. 
How ſhort then doth his Concluſion fall, 
pag. 43. that 'zt it plain from this Caſe, tis 

£964) 4 0 
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no Preventive, where it really doth produce 
the Small Pox: which; from what I have 
obſerved, I believe it very rarely fails to do, 
when perform d as it ought, tho, perhaps, 
ſometimes it may. And is the Operation for 
this Reaſon, as he poſitively aſſerts, abſolutely 
uſeleſs ? Are Vomits and Purges fo? Or do 
they never fail to effect what is deſign'd by 
them. 

I agree with him, pag. 44. we ought to be 
cautious whom we order for Inoculation ; 
tho'I judge the Conſequences of a bad Con- 
ſtitution, are not quite ſo dangerous here as 
in a Salivation; and yet he will own; I be- 
lieve, his Argument will not hold good ab- 
ſolutely againſt this, becauſe it may be * 


rous in ſome Caſes. 


Other Diſtempers may, pe 8 be this 


| way communicated, pag. 45. and therefore 


duc Care ſhould be taken, the Matter be got 
from . one, of otherwiſe a ſound Confti. 
tution. 

His other Example, pag. 47. of the Inſe: 
curity of Inoculation, is the old Story of 
Captain Huſſart again, from Dolhonde; the 
unhappy Gentleman in the Army, who, 
twenty Years ago, complain'd, that: he had 
that curfed Experiment tried upon him ten 
Tears before, fue or fix times, without any 
Effect. Was the Gentleman under Sentence 
of Death, that he ſhould ſubmit to undergo 


it fo often? But, —_— notwithſtanding 


theſe 


(18 ) 
theſe repeated Trials, it took no Effect: How 
then comes this to be brought as an Example 
that thoſe who have had the Small. Pox by 
Inoculation, may have them again? The 
Doctor owns, pag. 48. he is unacquainted 
with Dolhonde's Character; but that he might 
have had from Men of undoubted Credit, 
upon the Spot. Tis true, ſome well-mean- 
ing People among the Magiſtrates at Boſton, 
on the firſt Appearance of this new Diſcovery 
amongſt them, took his Afidavir, and en- 
deavour d to ſuppreſs the Practice. The Phy- 
ficians alſo, and Surgeons, he ſays, pag. 48. 
came to ſeveral Reſolutions, to ſtop the Pro- 
greſs of the Experiment, upon Dolhonde's 
Repreſentation ſolely; J am inclin'd to believe 
they would not be ſorry were that forgotten. 
Mr. Dummer, a Gentleman well acquainted 
with the Affairs of New England, tells us, 
indeed very modeſtly, the Phyſicians at Boſ- 
ton were againſt it for Reaſons not at all 
neceſſary to mention; but that mighty Truth 
would prevail; and that the amazing Succeſs 
of the Practice had convinced every reaſon- 
able Adverſary, and ſilenc d the moſt Obſtinate. 
I think it appears by the third Letter at the 
end of our Author's, the Bill he mentions 
for reſtraining the Practice, was not thought 
fit by the Governor and Council to be paſs d 
into a Law. Wis | 
It looks but oddly, that they who wou'd 
perſuade us the genuine Small. Pox are ſcarce 
21515 | ever 
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| ever produced this way, - ſhould. make. Sack, 


violent Remonſtrances agua: ec d 2 
Infection thereby. | 

But pag. 5 1. he takes notice the 8 
don't agree in the Deſcription of the Sy 
toms. Pray, do all our learned Authors, 5 
denham, Morton, Freind, and others, agree? 
I wiſh they and we too differed in nothing, 
more material than, whether our: Patients 


had 4 greater or leſſer Degree of a ſafe Small 


Pox; and that we could all ſay as the Inocu- 
lators do, that tho ſome may have the Symp; 
toms in a higher Degree, and more Pocks, 
than others, yet :all Jafes This he knows they 
all agree in. 

He may allo know, chat notwithſtanding, 
as he relates it, pag. 52. the Ambaſſador's Jon 
might be Hot and Thirſty, - and Mr. Colt's 
Child Il and Feveriſh, yer thoſe Gentlemen 
are very far from being diſpleaſed it was 
done: He - wou'd be very little of a Parent, 
who wou d not compound at that Rate, for 


the Security of his Child againſt the common 


Fate of the Small. Pox. The diſtinct ſort 172 oft 
attended with worſe Circumſtances than thoſ 

and yet who is not pleasd to find his Child 
have them in this manner? Nay, I will go far- 
ther, and from what I have obſery'd, agree, they 
may have the Symptoms preceding the Erup- 
tion this way, perhaps, as ſevere in ſome 
Conſtitutions, as in the diſtin Kind the com- 


mon way, and perhaps as many Pocks, and 


1 after too; but what then, if all 
C 2 this 


1 

this be attended with no real Danger ? Which 
we know is the Caſe in the common diſtinct 
Sort, even where the Symptoms are ſevere, if 
due Care be taken. OWE Nl 
Mr. Maitland, he takes notice, pag. 52. 
attributes what there was of Danger in one 
bf Mr. Heath's Sons, to his wetting his Feet 
Vater. Do the Poor in Mr. Maitland's 
Coimtry run about with the Small-Pox upon 
them, without Shoes or Stockings, without 
Danger? I preſume they muſt have them 
then ſomewhat more favourable than Mr. 
Hembs Son had. Or if they uſually go fo 
there, is that an Argument thoſe. here, who 
go well cloath'd, wou'd receive no Damage 
by ſach a Practice? Where does Dr. Sydenham 
adviſe any thing like this? Is this the cold Re. 
Linen he recommends? NE 
Dr.  Nettleton's Deſcription, he owns, 
pag. 54. ſeems à fair one of what that Gen- 
tleman ſaw himfelf in this Diſtemper; that 
the Symptoms were as uſual in the diſtintt 
Smiall-Pox': He ſays alſo, not one died of the 
Small-Pox produced by Inoculation, tho it was 
pefform'd in a Family, where, in the com. 
mon way, it was attended with the moſt fatal 
Circumſtances. And yet Dr. Mag ſtaffe ven- 
tures to affirm, pag. 5 5. that Nettleton's Ac. 
count differs from Maitland's, as-much as the 
Diftenper differs from itſelf, What! do 
they differ in their Deſctiption of the Symp- 
toms and Danger attending Inoculation, as 
much as the net ſafe from the moſt deſeruc- 
e - ſiiue 
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tive Small-Pox ? Sure, ſomething elſe than 
an impartial Search after Truth, muſt tempt a 
Man to write thus. If Dr. Timoni had aſ- 
ſerted any thing ſo wild, we might have 
been apt to believe he was impoſed on, had 


ſeen little himſelf, but took it upon Truſt from 


thoſe who, thro' Ignorance or Deſign, deceru'd 
him, as the Doctor expreſſeth himſelf in rela- 
tion to that Gentleman, pag. 56. 

He makes much the ſame Work, pag. 57, 
58, with the minute Differences between Ti- 
moni and Pylarini, Matters of no Moment 
but to amuſe the Reader. | 

Tho' the Diſcharge at the Inciſions may 
not perhaps leſſen the number of Pocks much, 


pag. 59. as their Diſcharge is moſtly after the 


Eruption ; 'yet, may not that contribute great-- 
ly to the Safety of the Patient, as we ob- 
ſerve that of Salivation does in the common 
Flux-kind ? Nay more, is it not poſſible, the 
Body may be thereby freed of what occaſions 
the Small. Pox, and be ſecurd againſt that 
Diſtemper, tho the Puſtles ſnould not run 
their Courſe ſo regularly, as in the common 
way? But let this be left to Time. I would 
tempt none to this Practice by Reaſons not 
fully warranted by Experience. | 
Pag. 60. he alledges, every Surgeon knows 
a Wound made in any Part, will inflame, 
ſuppurate, and ſo forth. But, will ſuch a 
ſmall Inciſion, in a good Conſtitution, with- 
ont any aſſiſtance, by degrees grow larger and 
deeper, and diſcharge more than many com. 
x mon 
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7 
mon I ſues, and 5 dry up of its own ac- 
cord, as theſe uſually do as the Small-Pox 
go off? Do Inciſrons made for Iſſues, with- 
out any help, do ſo? 

To conclude; The only two Inſtances he 
has brought to prove the Danger of this Prac- 
tice are diſputed, and thoſe brought to prove 
it not Preventive are fa/lacious ; I may there- 
fore ſafely aſſert his declaiming Concluſion to 
be ſo too, ſince the whole ſtreſs of the Argu- 
ment lies in theſe two Particulars. 

Since I have followed the Doctor thus from 
Page to Page, and conſider'd every thing 
. which, as I judge, you will think requires 

it, as far as the compals of a Letter will al- 
low, and have run into a length far beyond 
my firſt Intention; I have no Inclination to 
ſpend Time in making it correct, and there- 
fore deſite you will overlook ſuch Slips as 
haſte and careleſſneſs have occaſioned: But if 
I have miſtaken our Author, given a wrong 
Turn to, or not anſwer'd any thing of mo- 
ment in his Letter, correct me freely. As all 
Jam more particularly intereſted in are (I 
hope) ſecur'd, I have no other concern for the 
Succeſs of this Method, than as a Member 
of the Commonwealth; but ſhall have my 
ſhare of Advantage if it take not. I think 
it has not the common Vogue, as the Doctor 
alledges; therefore neither Popularity nor Ad- 
vantage can lead our Profeſſion into it; but 
whenever I ſhall have as good Reaſon to 


believe it unſafe, or ine fectual, as 1 3 
ave 
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have for the contrary, no Man ſhall be more 
ready to acknowledge it than, 


Portſmouth, 1 ih 


July 26, 1722. 


Tour very Humble Servant. 


P. F. I thought to have referred you to 
the New-Englanders for Anſwer to the Let- 
ters from thence. You may, however, ob- 
ſerve, the Gentleman who writ thoſe was in 
a heat. He ſays many died of the Inocula- 


tion; but, tho he knows how material it 


would have been to have named other Perſons, 
he is only in the old Story of Mrs. D—!/, 
who, the Inoculators ſay, had taken the 
Infection the common way. The Antagoniſts 
are pleas d to jeſt with that Account of the 
Death of any Inoculated; but however, 
they muſt allow it may be F at; and very 
probable, where the Contagion is ſpread as 
was that in Boſton. 

You may alſo obſerve, how he miſtakes 
our Laws, when he would wreſt thoſe, (I 
ſuppoſe relating to the Plague) to the De- 
ſtruction of one, who thinks it his Duty to 
preſerve from a Diſtemper, little inferior 
ſometimes to that, by the beſt means Pro- 
vidence, in his Opinion, has provided. If 
the Inoculators at New-England, contributed 
raſhly to the ſpreading: the Infection, it was 
wrong, 


All 
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All I ſhall farther take notice of, are his 
Conceſſions, which he owns have been learn'd 
by Experience: 1. That the Small-Pox may be 
communicated by Inoculation. 2. That they 
are frequently more favourable, and not ſq 
mortal, this way, as in the common way of 
Infection. 3. That not one of the Inoculated, 
during the ſpace of ſiue or fix Months, has 
had the Small-Pox in the natural way; 
| tho' you may obſerve, all Corners of the 
Town were infected, and ſeveral Hundreds 
had been there Inoculated : Very material 
Conceſſions from an Ad verſary. 
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Remarks on Mr. MASS Ex“ 
; Sermon, &c. 

SIR, 


RaSSE:[NCE my laſt I have met with Mr. 
d(& Ax] Maſſey's Sermon againſt Inoculati- 
on, and am willing to follow the 
Remarks on Dr. Wagſtaffe, with 
— ſome other on this Gentleman. 
No Man has a greater Veneration for the 
Clergy than my ſelf, when I conſider them 
as a Body of Learned Men, ſet a-part for the 
propagating Religion, and all the natural: mo- 
ral Duties, ſo neceſſary for the Welfare of hu- 


man Society; but if, - inſtead hereof, any a- f 
mongſt them, propagate Calumny, Conten- A 
tion, and Opinions deſtructive of all this; Re- 9 


ligion it ſelf, a due Concern for Truth, the 

Peace and Happineſs of Mankind, will teach 

us to look upon ſuch as the Peſts of Society, 

and Scandal of their Profeſſion. I Hope the 

Time is coming when ſuch Venefici, ſuch 

I Spreaders of Infection, will be diſtinguiſhed 
| from thoſe of the Faculty, who deſerve Ho- 
nour, and not permitted 5 mingle with them, 

as \ 
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as the Devil among the Sons of God ; to uſe 
the Words of this meek Gentleman, upon 
the Fayourers of Tnoculation, p. 19. One 
wou'd think, St. Andrew's had the inſpiring 
Faculty attributed to the ancient oxacular 
Caves, or our Preacher had got the Saint's 
Mantle, even before he had dropt it. But 
how the ſame Spirit ſhou'd inſpire him, and 
the Brethren at Net. Exgland, is ſomewhat 
unaccountable ; for our Accounts from thence 
tell us, they never ſaw the Devil ſa let looſe 
upon any Occaſion; a lying Spirit alſo went 

th there, againſt this Method. See the 
Letter publiſh'd by Mr. Drummer, p. 16. But 
let us now look into the Sermon. 

P. 6. we have a particular Account of the 
Diſtemper wherewith Fob was afflicted. It 
feems Interpreters are puzzled about it; but 
this Practice of Inoculation has cleared up the 
Difficulty. Ir is Mr. Maf/ey's Opinion, it was 
no other than be Small-Pox, W. by the 
Devil upon that good Man. Niſum tencatis. 
I would treat a Sermon with all due Decen- 
cy, but ir is impoflible not to laugh out 
upon ſuch an Occaſion. The Grades | is ſo 
ferious tho*, he ſees not what can be aduancd 
10 invalidate this; No? I will venture then, 
ſo far to play the Divine, as to adyance ſt 
it, and admoniſn him in the Words —— 
ture, not to be wiſe above what — 
His Text tells him plainly, Fob was ſmitten 
with ſore Boils : If one could be ſerious 
with ſuch a ridiculous Conjecture, we _ 

tel 
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tell him there is ſome Difference between Bozls 
and Puſtules ; But where is the Method of 
Inoculation, and the Symptoms preceding the 
Eruption ? He may conſult the Original, and 
ſee whether that will allow him to call 703 
Diſtemper, 4 Confluence of inflammatory *Puſ- 
rules, conveyed into his Body by Inocule- 
He ſupports this wonderful Diſcovery by 
the Suppoſition of Fo#'s living in the ſame 
Country, from whence this Practice is deri- 
ved; p. 7. ſo that here is another Difficulty, 
thanks to Inoculation, cleared up, viz. that 
the Land of Vr, is that now inhabited by the 
Circaſſians. This Gentleman has an excellent 
Faculty this Way; for he alſo lets us know, 
p. 23. what the Tree of Life was, and that 
by the Knowledge thereof, he Lives of the A 
tediluvians were prolong d to ſo great a Length: 
But I think it happens unluckily for his Con- 
jecture, Adam never taſted thereof, but was 
diſpoſſeſſed of it, as himſelf ſays. 
Pylarini tells us, the Turks who aſcribe all 
Events to Fate, come ſlowly into this Method 
of Prevention; but our Divine ſays, p. 13, it 
is no Wonder to ſee thoſe give into ſuch Prac- 
tices, who believe a Fatality : Which reaſon 
beſt, think you, the Mahometans, or Mr. Maſ- 
fey ® | 
P. 14. he argues, it is ynlawful, ſince we 
have no Power granted us to inflift Sickneſs, 
and Diſeaſes : But I believe, he will allow, 
ve have a Power granted us to adminiſter Vo- 
2 mp D 2 mits, 
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mits, and Purges; which the Patients will 
tell him, ſeldom fail to produce Szckneſs, and 
we can tell him, often produce Diſeaſes alſo; 
therefore it is no ſuch ſtrange uncommon Prac- 
tice, to produce a leſſer Degree of Illneſs, to 
prevent a greater. Is this Diabolical? And 
doth it tend to baniſh Providence out of the 
World ? It ſeems then, we arc denied the Uſe 
of ſuch Means for the Preſervation of Man- 


kind, as the Almighty in his wiſe and good 
Providence, has diſcover'd: Such Principles, 


Ithink, would better fit the Turk's Fate, than 
the Chriſtian's Providence. 


But he ſays, p. 18. the Preſervation of Life 


is little beholden to this Practice, ſince the 


confeſſed Miſcarriages in this Method, are 


more than have happened in the ordinary 
Way. Confeſſed Miſcarriages ? Strange Aſſer- 
tion! A Sermon too! wherein, a few Lines 


after, he talks of Forgers of Lies ; ſuch, he 
thinks, they may be accounted, who confident- 
ly tell us what is impoſſible for them to know. 


But what muſt they be accounted then, who 


aſſert Things they muſt know to be falſe, if 


they know any Thing of what they pretend 


to write about? Doth he know of any Pa- 
tron of Inoculation, who confeſſeth more Mil- 


carriages have happen'd this Way, than the 


common Way? Nay, doth he know any E- 
nemy, who durſt venture, before himſelf, to 
' fay ſo? Do not the Adviſers hereof, from all 
Parts, agree, not ſo much as one ever really 
died of Inoculation, rightly performd? Do 


not 
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not even Dr. Douglaſss Letters, writ againſt 


the Practice, allow that they. are more Favou- 


rable, and not ſo Mortal this Way, as by the 
common Way of Infection? And doth not 


Mr. Maſſey know, even Dr. Wagſtaffe him- 


ſelf, 'is not able to produce, from amongſt the 


many now inoculated amongſt us, more than 


two diſputed Inſtances * Whence had he his 


Intelligence! ? 


Whence alſo, has he the Concluſion, p. to. 
that it is no Security ? I cannot ſee from 


whence, unleſs from the other's Aſſertion, p. 
18. that 7he inoculated are ſecure, and his 


= Denial of ir, to which he ſeems to direct 


| vida p. 20. it is forbidden by the ſixth Com- 
mandment, viz. a Way to preſerve from one 
of the moſt fatal Diſeaſes, Man is afflited 
withal, is forbidden by that Prohibition, Thou 
ſhalt not Kill. 
FV. 24. he ſays the Danger of Infection will 
keep People from licentious Cities, (let the 
Londoners conſider the Goodneſs of that At- 
gument,) and the Fear of this Diſtemper will 
make them ſober ; whereas, were the Danger 
remoy'd, and People ſecur'd, 'tis 4 Chance 
they wor'd be leſs Righteous, p. 26. and hence, 
I ſuppoſe, he would conclude, Death and Dif- 
caſes are Bleſſings we muſt not endeayour to 
ſecure againſt, by any preventive Methods. 
'This, I think, is all in the Sermon concerns 
the Affair before us; the reſt I leave to Divines: 
And I think it concerns ſuch to ſee that Reli- 
3 gion 
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— on made « falling Horſe to every 
Shall Religion, ſo excellently 
— for the Benefit of Societies, and Happi- 
neſs of every particular Perſon; that, for this 
very Reaſon, the Enemies thereof, eſteem it 
only a human Device ; ſhall ſuch an Inſtitu- 
tion be ſtill perverted to the Diſſervice of 
both > Does it leave us as little Liberty to Pre- 
ſerve our ſelves, as mortal Men, as ſome have 
endeavour d to perſuade us, it does to Defend 
our Rights, as Engliſhmen? 

I wiſh the happy Conduct of the Royal Fa 
mily, in this Particular before us, has not out 
of an abundant Reſpect, occaſion d ſome Peo- 
ple's Zeal againſt the Practice. However that 
be, let you and I form our Opinions only up- 
on Facts; and no farther, and no longer Plead 
for it, than it ſhall really appear conducive to 
the Welfare of Mankind. 

You have here the Reſult of an Hour's Read- 
ing and Writing, I acknowledge my ſelf too 
apt to be Slovenly, and in a Hurry ; but tho' 
I am without Ceremony, I am with great Sin- 
cerity, 


SIR, 


Ne Joby Tour humble Servant. 


30, 1722. 
"Pi 
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ww. 4 
N your lat you 4 of we a 
particular Account of the Inocu- 
lation of my own Children : As 
I writ down every Day what oc- 
curd, for my private Satisfaction, 
will ſend it you in the plain Manner it was 
writ, after I have acquainted you that my two 
Daughters are about Eight and Six Years of 
Age, my two Sons about Three and a half, 
and Two, and that they were all prepar'd for 
the 1 ſome Days before, by Purg- 
ing 
"Dn Saturday, me 16, about Noon, an 
Apothecary | in the Neighbourhood, with much 
Difficulty, obtain d from one under his Care 
in the diſtinct Small Pox, the Quantity of 
ſearce two Drops of Matter, which was taken 
up on the Ends of little Doſſils of Lint, and 
applied to {light Inciſions, made by another 
Hand, in cach Arm of my four Children, in 
the Place where Iſſues are uſually made, 1 
had before viſited the Perſon from whom the 
Matter was taken, and upon Examination, 
found him to be otherwife, of a good Con- 


ſtiturion, We were doubtful whether ſo very 
incon- 
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inconſiderable a Quantity would have the deſi. 
red Effect. 

Sunday, in the Evening, the Doſſils were 
taken away, and Colewort-Leaf applied. Mon- 
day, all remain d well: On Tuęſday, the Edges 
of ſome of the Inciſtons were a little red, o- 
thers almoſt dried up : This Day the youngeſt 
Girl had a Fit of an Ague. I ſhould have 
told you ſhe had a Fit of it, Saturday, in the 
Afternoon, and then I percciv'd it was a Quar- 
tan, ſhe having had it the Medneſday before; 
but being afterwards pretty well, it was not 
regarded. 
| Wedneſday, the Iſſues (allow me to call 
them ſo) in three of the Children, run, and 
have red Spots round them; but in the eldeſt 
Boy they ſcem clos d up. Thurſday, they 
continue in the ſame State, only, all their If. 
ſues now run a little. Friday, the youngeſt 
Girl had her Ague, and the eldeſt look d a lit- 
tle heavy; and dull: In the N ight ſhe vomited, 
and was Feveriſn. 

Saturday 23, ſhe had a conſiderable Fever, 
Caſt much, and.complain'd of her Head. The 
eldeſt Boy, alſo, vomited, was Feveriſh, and 
had a painful Swelling in his Neck: A large 
Puſtule appear d on his Cheek. The other 
two had à gentle Fever; but that leaſt who 
had the Ague. 

Sunday 24, the eldeſt Girl's Fever continues 
pretty high, ſhe complains ſtill of her Head, 
and is ſomewhat Delirious. The others are 
alſo Feycriſh, and Dull. The Puſtule in of 
058 elde 
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eldeſt Boy's Face increaſes : Some Spots _ 
on the youngeſt Boy. 

Monday 2 5. The eldeſt Girl's Feyer is 
much abated : She hath a painful Tumor in 
het Arm; and here and there a Spot appears: 
On the eldeſt Boy two or three are viſible, 
and he plays about the Houſe. The young- 
eſt Boy hath a pretty many in his Face, and 
elſewhere : The youngeſt Girl hath alſo a few. 
This was her Ague-day, and ſhe was Fevetiſh 
about the uſual Time, but it went off as before. 

Tueſday 26. The three eldeſt have about 
Twenty or Thirty cach ; but the youngeſt Boy 
too many to be numbered. The eldeſt Girl, 
who had been ſo Ill before the Eruption, is 
now free from the Fever, the Tumour is gone, 
and ſhe plays about the Room with the reſt. 
The other Girl, who had ſomewhat of her 
Ague-Fit, in the Afternoon yeſterday, has a 


| little of it now. 


Wedneſday 27. The Pocks in the eldeſt 


Girl's Face are very red about the Edges, but 


do not yet riſe to any height : "Tis the ſame 
in the other Girl, and eldeſt Boy. In the 
youngeſt Boy they riſe well, and look ſome- 
what whitiſh at Top, in his Face. The Iſ- 
ſues are deep in all of them, and Diſcharge 
much; and from henceforward are dreſs'd 
twice a Day. Towards the Evening, the el- 

deſt Girl complains of her Throat. 
Thurſday 28. Her Puſtules riſe, with whi- 
tiſh Heads, and not ſo red and inflam'd at 
Bottom, as before. The - youngeſt Boy's are 
moſtly whitiſh at Top; thoſe on his Chin 
Taler his Face war The eldeſt wo 8 
riſe 


LT... 
riſe a little. They cat heartily what is allowed 
them, have no Fever, and play about. 

Frida 29. The youngeſt Boy's Face (wells 
moe, and lie is almoſt Blind: His Pocks look 
more and more yellowiſh in his Face, with red 
Edges; in his Body they have whitiſh Heads: 
He has no Fever, and craves for Victuals. In 
che youngeſt Girl's Face about ten Puſtules 
now riſe fairly, with Heads: She feels no more 
of her Ague. They are all brisk and well. 
This Night the youngeſt Boy is fore and un- 
cafy, - Puſtules in his Body being 2 big as 

cas. 

Saturday 30. The eighth Day of * Il. 
neſs. The youngeſt Boy's Pocks turn more 
and more yellow, and begin to go off in a 
yellow Scab, more exactly reſembling Syden- 
hams Deſcription oſ the regulat diſtinct Sott, 
than any Jever ſaw before. Towards Evening 
his Pulſe was a little quick, and he was ſome- 
hat reſtleſs ; wherefore he had a Tea. ſpoonful 
of Diacudium, and had a good Night. The 
Pocks on both the Girls have whitiſh Heads. 

- | Suntlay, July 1. The youngeſt Boy's Pocks 
go off more and more in his Face in a yel- 
low Scab : He pceps up, cats heartily, and plays 
with the others. The Pocks in the eldeſt Girl's 
Face, about twelve in Number, now go off 
in a yellowiſh Scab. On the youngeſt Girl 
they continue with a good Head, and red Cir- 
cumference. The eldeſt Boy ran about du- 
ring the whole Time, and oſten pull'd off 
the Dreſſings off his Arms, whercupon the 
Iſſues dried up for a Time, but upon freſh Ap- 
„ of W they run _ : 
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He alſo rubd off the Heads of his few Pocks. 
He is now ſome what F er and has 28k. 
ling in his upper Lisp. 

Monday 2. The eldeſt Girl s Pocks ate ptet · 
ty well gone off. The youngeſt Girl's con- 
tinue ſtill with yellowifh Heads: No Symp- 
tom of her Ague. The Swelling, abates in the 
youngeſt Boy's Face; he ſecs ; and that Night 
the Pocks are moſtly dried up in his Face. 

Tueſday 3. They dry up in his Body: He 
plays, cats heartily, and has no Fever. The 
eldeſt Boy is ſomewhat Fevetiſh ; and one of 
the Pocks in his Leg, which he had ſcratch d, 
ſwells the Parts round it, and is painful; ſome 
Mattet comes from it: His Lip continues 
ſwelld : 'OQne.of' his Iſſues is dry, the other 
runs. The Pocks in the youngeſt Girl's Face 
now alſo go off in a yellow Scab. 

Medneſday 4 The youngeſt Girl's Pocks 
moſtly dry up; but ſome are ſtill ſo full and 
yellow, as would convince the moſt obſtinate 
of their Genuineneſs. The eldeſt Boy's only, do 
not run their Courſe regularly; which how. 
eyer, I believe, is owing to his tearing them 


off. He is leſs Feveriſh, and his Swelling a- 


bates: His ilſſues run a little. Theſe, in the 
athers ate filling up, and rum leſs chan mn 
They crave much for Victuals. 

1Tharſdayis:: They are ſo well, I hens: or- 
dered them all Phyfick for tomorrow. 
Since that, I kept no Diary; but the Hole 


in the. Boys Leg: not being large enough tio 


Diſcharge the Matter, it Was a little enlarg 'd, 
aud is ſince heal'd up. Moſt of their Iſſues 


bed 
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Fleſh aroſe, but of no Conſequence ; and all 
the Inciſions are long ſince perfectly heal'd. 
The greateſt Difficulty has been to reſtrain their 
eager Appetites. 

-' "Fhus, Sir, I have given you an n-artleſs, but 
faithful Relation of. Fact, and conceal'd no- 
thing; -- T had a great Opinion of the Practice, 
and thought I could not anſwer the Neglect of 
ſecuring my Children againſt the too often diſ- 
mal Effects of the Small. Po; and, I aſſure 
you, I value them too much, to hazard them 
by a Method, I had-not good Reaſon to think 
ſafe. But, as People are ſo much diſpos'd at 
preſent, to give à wrong Turn to every Acci- 
dent upon this Occaſion, I think it prudent to 
leave every one entirely to their own Choice, 
and ſhall perſuade none to follow my Example. 

But, notwithſtanding the Clamour and Ex- 
elamation there was againſt me, Mr. Waller, 
all Apothecary in Goſport, had the Courage to 
Inoculate his three Children. This was done 
about three Weeks after mine, and they all had, 
ind iſpatably, the genuine Small. Pox. They 
ulb ſickned the ſeventh Day; had all the Symp- 
toms uſually preceding the Eruption; one of 
them, of a ſanguine Conſtitution; ſeverely: 
The Pocks came out on all the ninth Day, up- 
on which the Symptoms diſappear d in two of 
them; on the other, who was much the worſt, 
the Eruption was not perfected till the eleventh 
Day, when ſhe had a great many, v ith three 
ort four little Patches of the Flhx Kind: The 
eldeſt had ſeveral Hundreds; hut the youngeſt, 
a littte Boy not two Veats old, who really 


* to ee * applied to him, 
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had not above fifty or ſixty : This Child, who 


was then cutting ſome Teeth, had a Looſeneſs 
thro' moſt of the Time, and his Inciſions did 
not Diſcharge near ſo much as the others. Their 
Puſtules (eſpecially thoſe of the two Girls) grew 
e, and full of a very laudable Matter, con- 
tinued their due Time, and then went off in a 
yellowiſh Scab. The two Girl's Inciſions be- 
came deep, and large, ran very plentifully, and 
ate not yet quite dried up. The Pocks conti- 
nued a few Days longer on the youngeſt Girl, 
than the others: She was ſometimes Feveriſh, 
and Reſtleſs, but had no Occaſion for any other 
Medicine, than now and then a gentle Hyp- 
notic. Not one of theſe Children has had a- 
ny Tumor, or Swelling ; and they are. now a- 
bout, as before the Operation, very well, and 
very hungry. Ib 17615 
I come now, according to your Deſire, to 
give you ſomething of a rational Account of 
the Safety of this Method. You know what 
wretched Work the Gentleman makes of it, 
who writes the Letter from New - England, 
publiſhed by Mr. Drummer; tho otherwiſe a 
Man of Learning, and Senſe, and aware of the 
Folly of attempting it: However, let us try. 
If we examine, what gives Safety in the natu : 
ral Way, we ſhall find we have much more Rea- 
ſon to expect it in this. The Diſpoſition of the 
Fluids and Solids in Children; diſpoſeth them, 
in general, to have this Diſeaſe more favoura- 
bly than grown Perſons. Here, you have it in 


your Power to give it at what Time you pleaſe; 


when the Mind ſhall not be oppreſſed with the 
Apprchenſions of Danger, (a Circumſtance of: 
ot ＋ ten 
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ten very fatal to Adults;) when the Body is in 
a good State of Health, not too full of Blood, 
or groſs Humours, a Diſpoſition we endeavour 
to gain by Bleeding, Vomiting, or otherwiſe, 
when it is often too late, in the common Way. 
In this, perhaps, the Patient is ſeized by the In- 
fection, after a Debauch; when his Blood is in 
a Flame, or his Body otherwiſe put into a Tem- 
per very unfit to grapple with the Small. Pox. 

We generally find this Diſtemper is Epidemi- 
cal; and that iris at ſome Times, very favoura- 
ble, at others, very fatal, Who would not 
chuſe to have his Chance in the former, rather 
than in the latter? By Inoculation, he may 
have it, at what Time, and from what Sort he 
pleaſeth. Theſe are evident Advantages in this 
Method ; it is therefore needleſs to enquire into 
thoſe more Occult; as, whether. a Diſcharge 
of the Variolous Seminium may not be more 
ſafely obtain d by a Spark thus communicated; 
than by an epidemical Contagion conveyed into 
the Mouth, Lungs, Stomach, and other Parts 
of a Body, previouſly diſpoſed by a bad Diſpo- 
ſition of the Air, or otherwiſe, to receive the 
Diſtemper in a more intenſe Degree. Much 
more might be ſaid; were it neceſſary to ſupport 
Facts by precarious Reaſonings, to ſhe w why a 
milder Sott ate produced _ ay than by 
give other.. 
n When it is done, the ſeveral Stages of the 
Diſtemper are eaſy iti Proportion: But if there 
be wanting acy Diſcharge by the Puſtules, it is 
—_— in this Way by tlie Inciſions, which 

ally throw off more than a thouſand Pocks. 
You know. of What Conſequence — 
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is in the Flux Kind, the Swelling of the Face; 


and Hands, the Methods Nature takes to free 


her ſelf from the Load which oppreſſeth her, in 
that diſmal Stadium of this Diſtemper; what 
Methods of Bleeding, Bliſtering, Cupping and 
Purging have been propoſed for this Purpoſe. 
Here you have a much more ſafe and effectual 
Evacuation; and Security againſt thoſe Fevers, 


Deliriums, Quinſies, Peripneumonies, Impoſt. 


humations, Gangrenes, and other fatal Effects 
of the Matter being detain d in the Blood, or 
thrown upon the Brain, Throat, Lungs, or 
Limbs. But after all, let us ſtill fly to Facts, 
as Umpire in this Caſe: For Reaſon would no 
more have diſcovered this to us, than it would 
have taught us that the Bar would cure an Ague, 
Opium relieve thoſe in Pain, or Mercury dif- 
charge the venercal Taint. So much for the 
Safety of this Method. 

As for the Security it gives from any future 


Attacks of this Diſtemper: If it really produces 
the true Small. Pox, as thoſe may be convinced 


it does, who will frequently attend the inocula- 
red ; if the uſual, Symptoms precede the Erup- 
tion of the Pimples, and theſe run their due 
Courſe, as they really do, with this only Diffe- 
rence from the common Sort, as far as I have 
been able to obſerve, that being generally of a 
very mild Nature, they impoſthumate, vi. have 
white, then yellow Heads, rather ſooner than 
the other; and the Matter being leſs Corroſive, 
ſcldom leaves Pits behind.; and the after Red- 
neſs, if any, ſooner diſappears: If the ſmalleſt 
Number, and moſt fayourable, in the common 
Way, have (tl now at leaſt) been eſteem d to 
give 


* 
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ve ſufficient Security; what Reaſon can there 
to queſtion, whether thoſe who have had 
ſuch by Tnoculation, ate ſecured 2 Eſpecially, 
ſince it is confirm'd by Aſſurances from Abroad; 

where it hath been experienced for many Years, 
by Trials at New-England, and at Home, where 
the inoculated have attended others · in the Diſ- 


temper; nor can its Enemies, notwithſtanding, 


produce any real Inſtance, that thoſewho had it 
by Inoculation, have it again; (but charge them 
with ſpreading the Piſtemper, forgetting, that 
nemo dat quad non habet, they could not give 
what they had not;) and yet we almoſt every 
where meet with thoſe who will pretend to give 
Inſtances of ſome who had the Small. Pox twice 
even in the natural Way. We have alſo Aſſu- 
rances that Inoculation has been perform'd on 


ſome who had the Small. Pox before, but pro- 


duc d it not again. What more wou'd we have? 

I look; upon all my Children to be ſecured 
from this Diſtemper from the future, altho' one 
of them had it not ſo indifputably as others I 


haue ſeen; bur ſhould it ſo happen, that any one 


of them ſhould: have it again, I ſhall think my 
ſelf obliged to let the Publick know of it; cſpe- 
cially ſince it has been inform'd (know not by 
what Means) of the Succeſs of their Inoculation. 

By this Time, I doubt not, you are well c- 
an pleaſed to rind en NOSn0cEtD 12 97 _ 
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